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A NOTE FROM THE PASTORS 

We have all heard the story of the first Thanksgiving and how in the midst 
of hardship the Pilgrims and Indians stopped to give thanks to God for 
their blessings. So many had died that year. But a harvest had come in 
and hope was real. 
 

Thanksgiving is not just for the times when almost everything seems to be 
going right. For sure we should give thanks then and not take good times 
for granted. 
 

But I suspect it is even more important to our souls to say thanks when all 
is not well. The sheer process of saying thanks moves our focus away 
from the BAD HEADLINES! to what is “true…honorable…just…pure…
pleasing…commendable… excellent…anything worthy of 
praise..” (Philippians 4:8) 
 

When we focus there, we see that our blessings, all that is worthy of 
praise, are so numerous and huge and fabulous! Then our spirits look up 
and our souls magnify our great God! 
 

I invite you into a spirit of thanksgiving! 
 

            Love and Prayers, 
          

Time Change:  
Fall Back an hour Sunday, November 2! 



� � � � � � � � � �

                for  
           donating 
flowers for our church services. 

SUMC WEEKLY  
CALENDAR 

 

MONDAYS 
Christian Crafters at 10 am 

Healthy Living at 4 pm 
Al Anon at 7:30 pm 

AA at 7:30 pm 
 

TUESDAYS 
 

Women’s Early Risers a Bible 
study at 7 am 

Divorce Recovery at 7 pm  
 

THURSDAYS 
 

Men’s Bible Study at 7 am 
NA at 6 pm 

AA at 7:30 pm 
Chancel Choir at 7:15 pm 

 

FRIDAYS 

Al Anon at 7:30 pm 
 AA at 7:30 pm 

 

SATURDAYS 

AA at 5:30 pm 
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By Jan Janicki 
 

Have you ever had a question, idea or opinion regarding SUMC but just    
weren©t sure how to communicate it? "Voice It" is the newest means of       
communication at the church to make sure your thoughts or concerns get to 
the right person or ministry without "falling through the cracks".  
 

"Voice It" is a direct result of the Church Leadership Committee (CLC) and their 
hard work this year to create a reliable means of communication between the 
laity, the staff and the clergy. The CLC is a subset of the Administrative Coun-
cil, and their purpose is to facilitate communication, promote unity, review the 
total mission/vision of the church, and they are the first level decision-making 
body of the church. (See side box for current membership.) 
 

A "Voice It" form has been created and is being       
introduced this month. The first step in the            
communication process is completing the form.       
Ask a question, present an idea or express an  
opinion. There’s room to suggest a solution as well! 
 

Once the form is received, it will be logged and given 
to the CLC who will forward it to the appropriate staff 
member or ministry leader. If no "obvious" staff   
member or ministry area is determined, the CLC will 
decide who will handle the request.  
 

The CLC team will also keep tabs on the forms at 
their monthly meeting, ensuring that the request is  
addressed and it is closed out on the log sheet. 
 

The person who completed the form will be kept     
apprised of the progress of their request. So, be sure 
to sign your “Voice It” (forms won’t be processed   
without a contact person).  The hope is that this   
communication tool will become part of our culture.  
It’s not an “overnight” process and getting answers 
will take time, depending on the meeting schedules of 
the CLC and the various ministry teams who would be 
handling the request.  
 

The "Voice It" forms will be available in the Welcome 
Books in the Sanctuary and Worship Center as well 
as in the Church Office. There will also be some in 
Youth Central, in the Children’s Ministry area, and on 
the church website.   
 

You can drop the form into the offering plate or at the 
front office where the “envelope” is kept for the CLC 
secretary.  So far, the form has been "tested" by the 
CLC and the Administrative Council and found to be 
effective and helpful in keeping communications open 
and available to everyone.  So, next time you have a 
suggestion, question, or concern, fill out a “Voice It” 
form and be part of the communication process! 

Ladies’ Soup 
Luncheon Planned 

 

By Judy Miller 
 

On Dec. 8, the Dorcas 
and Lydia Circles will 
be meeting together for 
a “Soup/Salad/Dessert” 
luncheon & fellowship 
in the Dining Room at  
noon.   
 

All ladies of the church 
are invited!  Bring a 
dish to share and meet 
the members of both 
Lydia & Dorcas Circles!   

SUMC ANNOUNCES “ VOICE IT”   

2008 CLC Members 
(Church Leadership  

Committee) 
 

Co-Senior Pastors 
John & Terri Hill 

 

Administrative  
Council Chair 

Barry Richardson 
 

Finance Committee 
Chair 

John Edwards 
 

Trustee Committee 
Chair 

Steven Geer 
 

Staff-Parish  
Committee Chair 
Stephen Heuston 

 

Directors of  
Church Staff 

Worship 
Pat Hendrickson 

 

Youth 
Pastor Joel Lusz 

 

Children 
Pastor Rick Jones 

 

Congregation  
Members at Large 

From:  
 

Traditional Worship 
Lowell McKay 

 

Children’s Worship 
Dennis McKabe 

 

Youth Worship 
Sharon Foster 

 

Contemporary Worship 
Kathy Turner 
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS 

 

November 1 
Christmas Bazaar! 

 

November 2 
All Saints’ Day 

 

November 3 
Theology at the Tavern 

 

November 9 
Marriage Ministry’s  

Second Sunday with 
Pastor Clarence Van Ens 

 

November 12 
Last Journey dinner/

classes of the season 
 

November 14 
Insight Support Group 

 

November 14 
Family Movie Night 

 

November 16-24 
Operation Christmas 
Child Collection week 

 

November 16 
New Member Orientation 

 

November 16 
Central Brevard Winds 

Concert 
 

November 17 
UMW Study: Native 
American Peoples 

 

November 17 
Theology at the Tavern 

 

November 21 
TNT Luncheon 

 

November 27 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

December 7 
Bloodmobile Returns! 

 

December 8 
Dorcas/Lydia Circles’ 

Soup Luncheon 

SUMC A RELAY CENTER FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

By Robin Steiner 
 

What a blessing and an opportunity it is for our 
church to be selected as a Relay Center for          
Operation Christmas Child!  We will be open to the           
surrounding community as they drop off their shoe 
boxes.  Let’s welcome them with open arms and show them what a great 
church SUMC is!  The plan for us is this: November 16 is “Shoe Box Sunday”.  
We are encouraging everyone who attends services on that day to bring one 
filled shoebox to be placed in the front of the Sanctuary or the Worship Cen-
ter.  If you are unable to attend, bring your filled shoebox to the church during 
the week of Nov. 16-23.  We will have a table set up for collection outside the 
Worship Center. What a great way to start off the Christmas season…  giving 
to children around 
the world!  

By Eileen O’Connor 
Congregational Care is sponsoring Christmas dinner     
baskets for needy members of the church and community, 
and Christmas gifts for the children in the families.  If you 
know of a family in need, or would like to contribute to the 
food baskets and/or gift-buying for the children, please call 
Congregational Care for more details.  Food basket sign-
up sheets will be in the church office and a gift tree will be 
on the Congregational Care office door. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE SPONSORING FOOD BASKETS 

Congregational 
Care is located in 
the back hallway 
of building 100, 

next to classroom 
108.  The direct 

phone line is  
255-7378. 

If you need further info., 
a shoe box, or would like 
to make a donation, call 

Robin at 254-2368. 

 

Members of the 
Lydia Circle will be 

filling up shoe-
boxes for Opera-
tion Christmas 
Child at their    

Nov. 3 meeting.  

TNT THANKSGIVING 

By Phyllis Shipp 
 

TNT©s Thanksgiving dinner 
with all the trimmings will be 
held on Friday, November 
21. This is the third Friday 
instead of our usual fourth 
Friday. Mark your calendar 
and don©t miss out.  
 

Ask your friends and 
neighbors to join us. Call 
Judy Deitch if you don©t 
have a caller (638-4697).  

TNT council members George & Rosanne 
Lahn delivering lunch to the Habitat work 
site.  At press time word was received 
that the home dedication took place  
Saturday, October 25.  Thank you all for 
your labor of love!!! 

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:  School Supplies: pens, pencils/
sharpener, crayons, markers, stamps & ink pad sets, 
writing pads/paper, solar calculators, coloring & picture 
books, etc.  Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed ani-
mals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small 
Etch A Sketch, Slinky, etc.  Hygiene Items: toothbrush, 
toothpaste, mild bar of soap (in a plastic bag), comb, 
washcloth, etc.  Other: hard candy, lollipops (double bag 
all candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sun-
glasses, flashlight with batteries, etc.  A personal note. 

Children’s Ministry News 
 

Reserve Fri., Nov. 14 for 
the next family Movie 
Night—it’s at 6:30 p.m., 
upstairs in building 300! 



By Jan Janicki 
 

For several years, Bob and Joni Van Kley have planned and organized a 
Thanksgiving Day dinner here at SUMC. They have been joined by many,   
many volunteers to help make SUMC an inviting, loving place to gather on 
Thanksgiving Day for dinner and fellowship. Many of us do not have family 
nearby or a place to share dinner with others. SUMC can be that place to   
gather on Thanksgiving with the church family.  
 

Tickets for the dinner will go on sale beginning Sunday, November 2 between 
worship services at a cost of $10 for a full, traditional Thanksgiving turkey dinner. 
The tickets will be available in the church office as well. Any remaining proceeds 
from the dinner will be given to the Florida United Methodist Children©s Home.  
The success of the day depends on the volunteers who so lovingly give of their 
hands and hearts to make Thanksgiving special for so many. Please consider 
giving some of your time to help. Volunteers will be needed on the Wednesday 
before to set up, decorate and get things ready. On Thanksgiving Day, many 
more will be needed to help in the kitchen and dining area, as well as for clean 
up and take down.  
 

The dessert table will need contributions of baked goods such as cakes, pies, 
cookies and brownies to finish off the amazing turkey dinner with all the fixings. 
These can be dropped off on Wednesday in the church kitchen.  
 

Please contact Bob or Joni in the church office if you have any questions or can 
help with this Thanksgiving Day ministry.  Watch Branches in the upcoming 
weeks for more details.  
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THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER AT SUMC 

UMW HOLDS MISSION STUDY  

What could be a better holiday 
gift for your favorite family than a 
UMW HoneyBaked Ham Gift 
Certificate? While you are at it, 
don’t forget one for yourself!  
Suntree©s United Methodist 
Women will sell gift certifi-
cates from Oct. 12 to Nov. 12     
to use at any of the nation-
wide HoneyBaked Hams 
stores.  Perfect for gifts and for 
holiday entertaining as well, the 
gift certificates can also be used 
to shop at the HoneyBaked Ham 
on-line store.  Profits from the 
sale will go to the Florida Chil-
dren©s Home and to our Dorcas 
and Lydia Circles to help fund 
their charity work.  Certificates 
will be available for purchase  
after church on Oct. 12, 19, & 26  
and Nov. 2 & 9, or call Lee 
Thompson at 507-4460. 

YUMMMM…. HAM! 

There will be a potluck lunch     
(a concept of “giveaway” or 
“Potlatch”) practiced by most  
Indian nations & native cultures.  
Childcare will be provided upon 
request.  For more information, 
contact Lee Thompson at     
507-4460 or gthompson53@   
cfl.rr.com. 

Time:  
10 a.m. to  

2 p.m. 
 

Where: 
Room 

101/102 

“ Giving Our Hearts Away-Native 
American Survival”  

What is the true story of the church’s role 
in native history?  Come find out. 

InSight Welcomes 
Blind Artist  

 

By Jan Janicki 
 

InSight, a support 
group for the blind and 
visually impaired will 
welcome Pattie Jones 
to our Nov. 14 meeting. 
Pattie, who lives in 
Palm Coast, FL, is a 
color pencil artist, chil-
dren©s book illustrator 
and greeting card de-
signer.  After years of 
pastoring a street min-
istry in Canada & then 
on Indian reservations, 
she now concentrates 
on using her artistic tal-
ents. Pattie first lost her 
peripheral vision in both 
eyes following a terrible 
accident and then later 
lost all her sight in one 
eye. Her window of   
vision in the remaining 
eye is "like looking 
through a straw", ac-
cording to Pattie. Come 
hear her story on Fri., 
Nov. 14 from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. in rooms 
101-102. She will bring 
some of her work,     
including her greeting 
cards which will be for 
sale. All are welcome to 
join us to hear from this 
amazing woman who is 
using her God-given 
gifts to encourage and 
inspire others.  For 
more info, call Jan  
Janicki at 242-0877 or    
Eileen O’Connor in   
the Congregational 
Care office. 

DID YOU KNOW…  
 

Thanks to a special donation to the 
church for this purpose, the church now 
has a newly installed automatic door at 
the narthex to the Sanctuary.  Finishing 
touches were completed mid-October.  
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CARAVANS TO CUBA SITTING ON THE SIDELINES, WAITING... 

Hurricanes left destruction 
in their wakes in many 
countries this year.  Cuba 
felt the fury of two major 
hurricanes almost back-
to-back.  In a country 
where the peo-
ple are very 
poor and the 
infrastructure 
is weak, relief 
will be slow to 
this isolated 
country.  Our sister church 
congregation suffers in 
ways we can barely un-
derstand.  Food is scarce, 
electrical service is sparse 
at best, and already bad 
water is now further con-

taminated.  The Cuban Methodist 
Church lists a total of 45 Methodist 
churches across Cuba as damaged or 
destroyed.  Materials for rebuilding will 
be expensive and almost impossible to 
obtain.  One can hardly imagine that 

the communist re-
gime in Cuba will 
place a priority on  
rebuilding churches. 
   

And the bad news 
doesn’t stop there.  

Politics interferes with even basic hu-
manitarian assistance on both sides of 
the broken relationship between Ha-
vana and Washington as Methodist 
Church officials and members of the 
Cuba/Florida Covenant struggle to find 
ways to get help to our sister churches.  
All caravans for the rest of the year 
have been cancelled due to conditions 
in Cuba and problems with the Cuban 

bureau of religious affairs.   We hope 
that the ban will be lifted in time for our 
February 2009 caravan to El Redentor. 
It is not surprising that we find our-
selves frustrated and helpless in the 
quagmire.   
 

There are two things that we can do in 
this crisis, and we urge everyone to do 
both.  First, pray for our Cuban broth-
ers and sisters.  Pray for God’s help in 
lifting the walls that keep us divided so 
that we can help each other through 
this struggle.  Second, consider send-
ing a donation to the FL Conference 
Treasurer, Conference Center, 1140 
McDonald St., Lakeland FL 33801.  
Designate your donation to “Disaster 
Relief, Methodist Church in Cuba.”  
Our Methodist Church is working hard 
to get funds to our sister churches.  
Remember, “That which unites us is 
stronger than that which divides us.” 

As you would expect,     
the Finance Committee 
conducts routine reviews 
of our financial status.  
Sometimes the news is 
good – we’re meeting the 
needs of our people and 
we’re supporting a lot of 
excellent ministries and 
programs at SUMC as well 
as the overall community.  
Sometimes the news could 
be better – while our pas-
tors & management team 
are diligently managing ex-
penses within their control, 
our contributions are not 
keeping up with our needs 
and we now face a sub-
stantial shortfall in the last 
quarter of this year when 
insurance and apportion-
ment monies are due.  

SUMC FINANCIAL REVIEW 

From the Finance Committee 

Through August, 2008, our total      
income is $1,155,769 and our total   
expenses are $1,259,343.  When we 
forecast our income and expenses 
through December, we project a total 
shortfall of $200,000:  $34,667 to 
catch up our insurance payments, 
$49,851 to meet our apportionment 
commitment, and $103,574 to meet 
our routine monthly operating and 
mortgage expenses.  

In tough economic times, we all    
need to be thankful for all of the things 
God is doing in our community and   
to examine whether we are doing  
everything we can to ensure that our 
ministries continue as planned.  
Please pray about your giving and, if 
possible, ensure that we meet our 
goals for the year. 

There is a true joy in giving; it makes 
us feel really good.  

TIDBITS From the  
Commission on Missions  

The Missions Committee reports that 
we’ve sent another 500 UPC labels 
from Campbell soup products to the 
Henderson  Settlement.  They have 
658,670 points & need 1,600,000 
points for a new minivan.  They use 
the transportation to take people to 
medical appointments, bring seniors 
to the center for activities & more.  
Be sure to save your Campbell soup 
labels and bring them to one of the 
drop-off spots: a box is in the Library 
(down the hall from the Sanctuary) 
and on a table at the pre-school wing 
entrance.  Thank you!…  
 

The Missions Committee also      
reports we’ve financed two more PET 
bikes—peddled by the arms, they are 
used by people who have lost their 
legs due to land mines or accidents. 
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SUMC’S TROOP HAS NEW EAGLE SCOUT! 

Congratulations to 
Sean Carr, the newest 
Eagle Scout from BSA 
Troop 224. He earned 
the rank this past July 
and was awarded it at 
a special Eagle Court 
of Honor on Oct. 12. 
 

Sean’s Eagle project 
was for Joe’s Club, a 
day care facility for 
adults with Alzheimer’s. 
The garden area be-
hind the building was in 
terrible condition. Sean 
worked with a land-
scape designer to 
choose trees, shrubs, 
and plants that would 
be low maintenance, 
yet give pleasure to the 
clients. The results 
were stunning.  
 

Sean started his path 
to Eagle as a Cub 
Scout with Pack 224 
with Cindy Hosken as 
his den leader. During 
his speech after being 
awarded his rank, he 
described the wonder-
ful times with his den 
under Mrs. Hosken’s 
leadership, and her 
guidance into Boy 
Scouts. He went on to 
praise all of the people 
who have influenced 

his journey to Eagle. He presented spe-
cial mentor pins to Don Hemmenway, 
current Scoutmaster of the troop, to 
Brian Seidl, former Scoutmaster, and to 
Bob Chasin, Assistant Scoutmaster and 
former Cubmaster of Pack 224. Mr. 
Chasin has been an inspiration and 
mentor to many of the Scouts and in-
volved in several Eagle projects. Sean 
had the audience alternately in tears 
and laughter... a memorable speech.  

By Ellen Lane 

BOY SCOUT FUNDRAISER  By Ellen Lane 

On Sunday, Novem-
ber 9, our featured 
speaker for the Sec-
ond Sundays Mar-
riage Ministry event 
is Pastor Clarence 
Van Ens. Drawing 
on more than 63 
years of marriage 
and approximately 

50 years of providing pastoral counsel-
ing for engaged couples, Pastor Cla-
rence will share much of the accumu-
lated wisdom he has used to help 
young people prepare 
for marriage.  
 

Pastor Clarence©s first 
marriage was to Mar-
garet Ann, "a beautiful 
young lady, a gifted or-
ganist and musician, 
and a true believer." 
They adopted two chil-
dren and cared for a 
third. They had been 
married for 47 years, 

when "God called her home." In June of 
1992, Pastor Clarence married Theresa, a 
"gift from God." While in the Philippines on 
a short-term ministry assignment, he met 
lovely Theresa, who was serving the Chris-
tian Reformed World Missions. Pastor Cla-
rence claims that the only way he can ex-
plain his getting together with Theresa is 
"divine providence." (For more information 
about Pastor Clarence, go to: http://www.
suntreeumc.org/pastors/pastoral%20care.
htm). You do NOT want to miss the oppor-
tunity to hear the wit and wisdom of Pastor 
Clarence, as he shares his thoughts and 

   advice on marriage.  
 

This informal, bring-your-own-
lunch gathering is from 
12:30 - 2:00 p.m. in room 
101/102. Childcare reserva-
tions (names and ages) are 
due by Wednesday, Novem-
ber 5. For more information 
and/or to make childcare res-
ervations, contact Richard & 
Kathy Turner at 259-1646 or 
at kturner50@cfl.rr.com.  

SECOND SUNDAY’S GUEST SPEAKER: PASTOR CLARENCE 
By Kathy Turner 

NOTE: There will be no 
Second Sundays couples 
lunch gathering during the 
month of December. 
Watch for announcements 
about 2009 topics! If you 
would like to receive      
announcements about 
marriage-enrichment    
programming, email Kathy 
Turner at kturner50@cfl.rr.
com to be added to the 
email distribution list.  

Pastor Clarence 

Nobody likes fundrais-
ing, though a necessity 
for groups to raise funds 
for activities/programs. 
The Boy Scouts are no 

exception. This year Troop 224 will 
raise funds in conjunction with the 
Christmas Bazaar, with one item being 
sold to help celebrate the 25th anniver-
sary of the church.  All funds raised go 

to help offset 
costs involved 
with sending boys 
to camp. The 
troop will be sell-
ing Christmas or-
naments at the 
Bazaar & be-
tween services 
Nov. 23. The ornaments highlight the 25th 
anniversary of SUMC.  Also on the 23rd 
Georgia pecans & cashews—fresh from 
the fall crop—will be sold in 1-pound bags. 
Please support our church Boy Scout 
troop. Look for the table at the Bazaar, as 
well as between services on November 23 
outside the Sanctuary & Worship Center. If 
you have any questions about the pro-
gram, please contact Ellen Lane at 259-
4841 or marelle@bellsouth.net.  

Older scouts are 
headed to Philmont 

High Adventure Camp 
in Cimarron, NM. This 
is the pinnacle of Boy 

Scout camping! Another 
group is headed to 

Camp Rainey Mountain 
in GA, and the young-

est Scouts stay in FL to 
attend Camp LaNoChe.  
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THE BOOK OF ACTS CHALLENGE 

Replica of Noah©s Ark Built 
in Netherlands 

 

Dutch Creationist Johan Huibers 
built a replica of the Ark to spec: 
150 cubits long, 30 cubits high 
and 20 cubits wide.  That©s two-
thirds the length of a football 
field and as high as a three-story 
house.  Huibers, a Christian, 
said he hopes the project will  
renew interest in Christianity in 
the Netherlands. 

[Editor’s note: Consider reading Acts at 
least once before the end of the year, 
taking up the “Acts Challenge” that our 
missionary in Zambia suggests.]   
 

In May the Lord put on my heart 
the challenge to read and study 
the book of Acts three times      
before the end of this year, 2008. 
I extended that challenge to you 
[those on the email mailing list] as 
well as others in Zambia. A good 
number have emailed me back 
that they took this challenge and 
they’re now in their second or 
third reading.  
 

They have commented on how it has 
opened their eyes and increased their 
understanding on the history of the 
church and this new covenant we now 
have through Jesus, the Nazarene. 
They have shared how the per-
son of the Holy Spirit is for to-
day, not just for the first disci-
ples. This has opened the door 
to many questions that should 
be asked.  Can we really take 
the Father and Son and the Holy 
Spirit at their promise? What 
was that promise...hmm? There 

are hundreds of 
books written about 
Acts by a lot smarter 
teachers than me. 
And there are many 
studies of Acts on 
the internet. Just 
Google and you’ll 
see. However, I 
found one that I be-
lieve just seems to ask all the right 
questions. I believe those of you that 
have taken this reading challenge 
would enjoy looking them over as you 
come to the finish line. This is the web 
link: http://www.web-church.com/
church_history.htm.  Remember, Sandy 
and I love you and thank God daily for 
all your emails, prayers, support, inter-
est and involvement in our lives and the 
New Life ministries here in Zambia!  

By Delbert Groves, our Missionary in Kitwe, Zambia 

A photo taken at 
New Life Minis-
tries in Zambia 

You Have Our Attention, 
Lord  By Max Lucado, Oct. 2008 
 

Our friends lost their house. 
The co-worker lost her job. 
The couple next door lost their 
retirement.  It seems that   
everyone is losing their foot-
ing. This scares us. This bail-
out with billions.  
These rumblings 
of depression. 
These headlines:  
ominous,  
thunderous - 
"Going Broke!" 
"Going Down!" 
"Going Under!" 
"What's Next?" 
 

What is next?  
We're listening. And we're  
admitting: You were right. 
 

You told us this would happen. 
You shot straight about loving 
stuff and worshipping money. 
Greed will break your heart,  
You warned.  Money will love 
you and leave you.  Don't put 
your hope in riches that are   
so uncertain. 
 

You were right. Money is a 
fickle lover and we just got 
dumped.  We were wrong to 
spend what we didn't have. 
Wrong to neglect prayer and 
ignore the poor.  Wrong to 
think we ever earned a dime. 
We didn't. You gave it. And 
now, tell us Father, are You 
taking it? 
 

We're listening.   And we're 
praying.  Could you make 
something good out of this 
mess?  Of course You can.  
You always have.  You led 
slaves out of slavery,  built 
temples out of ruins, turned 
stormy waves into a glassy 
pond and water into sweet 
wine.  This disorder awaits 
your order. So do we.  
Through Christ, Amen. 

God will always 
give what is right 
to His people 
who cry to Him 
night and day, 
and He will not 
be slow to       
answer them.  
(Luke 18:7 NCV) 



to come and 
enjoy them all.  
We are asking 
that you come 
“bearing gifts”- 
gifts for those in need in our commu-
nity. We ask that you bring a gift/
non-perishable food item.  Informa-
tion on what to bring will be included 
in future branches and on bulletin 
boards around the church. We hope 
that you will take part in our "Season 
of Giving" & experience anew the 
true spirit of Christmas. 

What do you want for 
Christmas?  There are 
many who will answer that 
question differently this 
year; those who have lost 
their homes to foreclosure; 
those with minimum wage 
paychecks that haven’t 
kept up with rising ex-
penses. There will be no 
extra money for Christmas 
presents. 

Scripture says "for every-
one to whom much is 
given, from him much will 
be required".  Many of us 
are in that category - we 
have more material things 
than we really need. We 
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A SEASON OF GIVING: 

are truly blessed with comfortable, well-fed 
lives and with the love and support of 
friends and family.  

The SUMC Music Ministry encourages all of 
us to make this coming holiday season "A 
Season of Giving".  Our gift to you, our 
church family, will be the musical programs 
we are preparing and will present on Dec. 
5, Dec. 14, and Dec. 21.  (See box below 
for dates and times.)  None of these pro-
grams require admission and we invite you 

By Pat Hendrickson, Director of Worship & the Arts 

Musical Programs in December 
 

Fri., Dec. 5: 7:00 pm in the Worship Center "Christmas Gifts" presented by the Chancel Choir, 
Praise Team, and Youth.  A Christmas variety show with something for everyone. 
 

Sun., Dec. 14: 9:15 & 11:00 in the Worship Center "A County Christmas Spelling Bee"        
presented by the Children's Ministry.  (Traditional Services at normal times.) 
 

Sun., Dec. 21, A Church Family Christmas Celebration: in the Sanctuary at 9:30 & 11:00 am 
"A Family Christmas" cantata presented by the Chancel Choir, Children's Uptown Kids, Youth 
Praise Team.  From 8:00 am to 12:30 pm in the Worship Center there will be Food, Fellowship, 
& Family Fun (crafts and more!) 


